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Experiential  
Learning  
and the Arts
Students at Sweetser’s Eslie J. 
Parquette School get creative 
each year applying the concept of 
“learning arts” to projects in art, 
culinary arts, and at the greenhouse 
at Ricker Farm. This is made 
possible through a sponsorship 
from Saco and Biddeford Savings.

MISSION  Providing quality treatment, support and hope to children, families and adults 
through a network of mental and behavioral health, developmental, and educational services.

VISION  Helping people  
create promising futures.

LEFT  Students enjoy working on projects in the greenhouse  
at Ricker Farm and in the Arts Classroom.
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Ricker Farm welcomed two sets of twins this year (see page 7)  



Dear Friends, More people than ever before are in need of 
the services Sweetser delivers to people of all ages. And we have 
found new ways to reach those who need us most. 

Earlier this year, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) announced that Sweetser 
was one of the first two organizations in the state to be 
recognized as a Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic 
(CCBHC) – a longtime goal for this organization. From a base of 
operations at our Brunswick office, this enables us to reach the 
most vulnerable populations including high school students in 
the midcoast Maine communities of Sagadahoc, northern coastal 
Cumberland County, and parts of Lincoln and Androscoggin 

counties. Working with community partners, we are expanding our comprehensive 
range of mental health and substance use disorders services. 

The CCBHC award required us to recruit new staff members to do this meaningful 
work. If you or someone you know is interested in launching or advancing a 
compassionate career in mental health, we have many open positions throughout 
the state. Visit sweetser.org/careers, where you can view open positions – many that 
qualify for a sign-on bonus. 

As you can imagine, the pandemic has been particularly difficult for those in 
recovery for mental health and substance use. Sweetser staffs the Intentional Warm 
Line, where adults 18 and older can have mutual conversations with those with lived 
experience 24/7 from anywhere in Maine at 1-866-771-9276 (WARM). Our staff 
members have continued to serve more people than ever before. 

In spite of the pandemic, we have continued our vision of “helping people create 
promising futures.” Staff in our special purpose private schools supported our Class  
of 2021 graduates (one in Belfast and three in Saco). 

I am very proud of the work that we have accomplished with our incredibly 
dedicated staff, donors and volunteers. After close to 21 years with Sweetser and 
almost seven years in the role of President & CEO, I have decided it’s time to pass  
the baton to someone else, and I have been working with our Board of Directors  
on that successful transition. In the meantime our important work will continue and  
I thank you for your continued wonderful support. 

 
 

DEBRA D. TAYLOR, President and CEO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair 
Jessica A. Demers

Vice Chair  
Dr. Margaret A. Shepp 

Secretary 
William J. Zafirson

Treasurer 
Michele C. Del Tergo

Diane H. Donaldson
Jayne Crosby Giles
Michelle R. LaChapelle
Dr. Robert A. Lobis
James A. Nylund
Brenda A. Piecuch
Gregory R. Prince
Melissa R. Richter
Brynn K. Riley
Patricia A. Small
Debra D. Taylor
Ludmila M. Tutunaru

RIGHT Helping create

promising futures.

BACK TO SCHOOL:  
A FRESH START
Just in time for the new school year, Sweetser received 
a $25,000 grant from The Stephen & Tabitha King 
Foundation! The funds will be used for new curriculum 
materials at our Special Purpose Private Schools in  
Belfast and Saco. With new reading/writing and math 
curriculum materials, this grant will support teachers  
in offering students individualized instruction to  
best meet their learning needs.

LET’S STAY IN TOUCH!
You can stay up-to-date with Sweetser news by getting  

on our email list so we can send you our electronic  
newsletter, Sweetser Spotlight, in addition to information 

on events held throughout the year. Please send  
your email to communications@sweetser.org. Thank you!

AWARDED AS ONE OF  
MAINE’S FIRST!
It has been a longtime goal of Sweetser to become a 
Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC). 
Earlier this year, we were selected as one of Maine’s first 
when the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) announced a $2.9M grant to 
Sweetser. Based out of our Brunswick office, the work  
will expand services in the midcoast region in the counties 
of Sagadahoc, northern coastal Cumberland, and parts  
of Lincoln and Androscoggin. There are now 340 CCBHCs 
across the country implementing comprehensive mental 
health and substance use treatment.

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Launch or advance a career in mental health. We have many 
open positions – many that qualify for a sign-on bonus. 
Learn more at sweetser.org/careers. 

What Direct Support Professional (DSP) Raymond 
Bouchard loves about working at Sweetser’s 
Developmental Services program in Bangor, supporting 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities:

“I love being able to bring happiness to their lives by 
doing some of the simplest things. Some enjoy fishing, 
or shopping or whatever it might be. To be able to do 
these simple things with them and it makes their day. 
The appreciation they have for someone caring is very 
rewarding. The pride in them that you feel after working 
on goals and life skills with them when they start making 
progress. This job has made me a better person by teaching 
me to be more compassionate, patient, tolerant and 
understanding. The rewards of working as a DSP  
are numerous. I have met some very special people  
in the last six years.”



 

We wish to thank our major sponsors 
for their generous support: 

Prime Automotive Group
Systems Engineering
Brian Gilbert Associates
Casella Waste Systems, Inc.
Disability RMS
Domestiks Cleaning Service
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
Paquin & Carroll Insurance
Patrons Oxford Insurance

PM Construction Company
Seacoast Security
Toyota Financial Services
Northeast Laboratory Services
Lincoln Financial Group
Dunkin’/Cafua Management
Saco & Biddeford Savings
Strategic Media

The annual Sweetser/Prime Automotive Group Golf Classic was held  
on June 21st at Dunegrass Golf Club in Old Orchard Beach. The popular 
golf tournament was a great success and sold out once again with  
37 teams. Thank you to our participating teams, sponsors, and generous 
business supporters who helped raise more than $55,000 for Sweetser 
programs and services. 

FIRST PLACE GROSS

Franklin Printing

SECOND PLACE GROSS

Piper Consulting

THIRD PLACE GROSS

Systems Engineering

FIRST PLACE NET

Domestiks Cleaning 
Service

SECOND PLACE NET

Patrons Oxford 
Insurance

THIRD PLACE NET

PeoplesChoice Credit 
Union

TOURNAMENT RESULTS:

for a successful event!
THANKS



  SUPPORTOUR COMMUNITY

Sweetser is grateful for the valued support we receive from companies,  
civic clubs and foundations. Donations and grants help meet the  
needs of Sweetser clients and programs throughout Maine. Thank you  
for helping to create promising futures for those we serve. 

PLANNED GIFTS KEEP SWEETSER STRONG
Over the years, many loyal supporters have included Sweetser in their estate planning. These  
gifts have made a tremendous impact to provide perpetual support as part of Sweetser’s permanent 
endowment, ensuring that our services will continue to help those in need for future years. 

A simple will is the easiest way to leave a legacy. There are several other giving options to consider 
as well. Any gift, large or small, is greatly appreciated. 

If you would like more information about making a planned gift to Sweetser, please contact  
Development Director, Todd Henry at 207.294.4484 or thenry@sweetser.org.

Building Awareness  
of Eating Disorders
Cheverus High School Senior Jenna Booth  
(at center in photo) raised $4,000 to benefit the 
New England Eating Disorders (NEED) Program 
at Sweetser. Also in the photo are NEED  
Medical Director Patrice Lockhart, MD, at left, 
and Sweetser Development Director Todd Henry. 
Jenna raised funds through her website Truly Me, 
where she describes her firsthand knowledge of 
eating disorders and her goal to break the stigma 
associated with the illness.

DOUBLE THE CUTENESS
Students in the experiential learning program at Ricker 
Farm on Sweetser’s Saco campus welcomed two sets of 
baby ewes this year! Thank you to Angie Anders, a staff 
member at the Eslie J. Parquette School, for these photos. 

Thank you for your 
mask donations!
We are so appreciative of individuals and businesses 
that have donated masks and face coverings. As a health 
care organization, our staff members continue to wear 
them. Contact our Volunteer Manager Sue Hawthorne at 
shawthorne@sweetser.org to donate. Currently, we could 
use more disposable masks. 

Look at this beautiful homemade face covering by Kate 
Sweetser, who has included a note with each of the close  
to 250 she has donated! Kate is a distant cousin of our 
founder Cornelius Sweetser, III.

To donate masks, contact volunteer manager  
Sue Hawthorne at shawthorne@sweetser.org

We      our 
volunteers
Thank you to the Baker Company and its employees for 
sprucing up our Sanford office landscaping as part of 
the United Way of Southern Maine Week of Action. We 
appreciate your hard work and loved the results!



 

50 Moody Street  •  Saco, Maine 04072 

For more information  
on Sweetser services,  
call our PromiseLine 
1-800-434-3000  
or visit sweetser.org

Join our team!  
Start a compassionate 
career with Sweetser.  
Visit sweetser.org/careers

Follow us on 
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The Stephen & Tabitha King 
Foundation gives Sweetser Schools  
a great start to the new year

Another successful Sweetser/Prime 
Automotive Group Golf Classic

A high school senior raises funds to 
promote awareness of eating disorders

Keep the mask donations coming!

for the annual Sweetser/KeyBank  
Sold on Kids Auction ONLINE again  
this year from October 8 – 17, 2021.

Join us Learn more  
including how  
to participate  
by bidding  
on lots of  
great items at 
sweetser.org.


