
   August 8, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 As the start of the new school year approaches, we understand that families are anxious 

to know what school will look like for students in the fall. Our education team has been working 

diligently on a plan that ensures a safe environment for students when they return to school on 

September 1st.  

 Recommendations from the Maine Department of Education and Center for Disease 

Control have been reviewed, and are front and center in our plans for re-opening school.  Our 

Belfast Sweetser School will re-open full time.  We will be offering 5 days of in person 

instruction for all students, following our typical schedule of full days Monday-Thursday, with 

half days on Friday.  

 We will abide by the six health and safety framework requirements (below) as we 

transition back to full time, in person instruction. Your child’s school district will coordinate 

transportation as they normally do. The CDC guidelines require that all students wear a mask 

during transports.  

 School will look different this fall. To help your student with this transition, please start 

practicing these safety measures at home and in the community if you are not already doing so. 

The Maine Department of Education has posted a very detailed safety framework that contains 

both requirements and recommendations – this can be found at 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/framework.  

The Six Requirements for Safely Opening Schools in the Fall are: 

1. Symptom Screening at Home Before Coming to School (all staff and students) - 

Students and staff must conduct self-checks for symptoms prior to boarding buses 

or entering school buildings each day. Any person showing symptoms must report 

their symptoms and not be present at school. If your child will be absent please call 

the Sweetser school office at 930-2900. Please see the attached Pre-Screening Tool 

for School Attendance. 

2. Physical Distancing - Adults must maintain 6 feet of distance from others. 

Maintaining 3 feet of distance is acceptable between and among students when 

combined with the other 5 required safety measures. 6 feet of physical distancing is 

required for students while eating. 

3. Masks/Face Coverings - Adults are required to wear a mask/face covering. Students 

age five and above are required to wear a mask/face covering that covers their nose 

and mouth. Mask/face coverings must be worn by all students during school.  Face 

shields may be an alternative for those students with medical, behavioral, or other 

challenges who are unable to wear masks/face coverings.  We will provide mask 



breaks within the school day and we will have extra masks and face shields here at 

the school.  

4. Hand Hygiene –All students and staff must wash hands or use sanitizing gel upon 

entering the school, before and after eating, before and after putting on or 

removing a face mask, after using the restroom, before and after use of playgrounds 

and shared equipment, and upon entering and exiting a school bus. 

5. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Additional safety precautions are required 

for school nurses and/or any staff supporting students in close proximity, when 

distance is not possible, or when students require physical assistance. These 

precautions at a minimum include eye protection and a mask/face covering.  

6. Return to School after Illness – Sick staff members and students must use home 

isolation until they meet criteria for returning to school. 

In addition, if a student is displaying any symptoms at school, they will be required to 

isolate in a designated area, supported by staff.  A parent/guardian or other adult, with 

guardian approval, will need to pick the student up immediately.  We encourage all 

parents/guardians to have a plan in place in the event you are called to pick up your child. We 

will be reaching out to be sure that we have the most up to date contact information prior to 

the start of the school year.  

We understand that this is a lot of information to digest, and that school will be very 

different this fall.  We are excited for the opportunity to have students back in school and are 

ready to support them through this transition.  Plans could change at any time if there is a 

positive case within the program.  In that event, further information would be provided at that 

time. Please feel free to reach out with any questions, comments or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

 

Melissa Moody 

Director of Education 

Belfast Sweetser School 

207-930-2900 

 

 


